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Cyclists
head to
Sydney
the long
way to
help kids

COMMUNITY
By DI THOMAS

A GROUP of 40 big-
hearted buzinessmen
leave Albury this morn-
ing on a 1100km charity
bike ride in aid of the
Starlight Foundation.
The 2008 Tour de Kids
will be led by Glympic cy-
cling champion Stephen
Wooldridge and former

Wallaby rughy player
Warwick Waugh.

They will take the
cxceulives  across  the

Victorion Alps to Lokes
Entrance and north to
Swvdney, whers the event.
ends atl Cenlennial Park
on Sunday.

Yecterday the riders
met Brenden Aldiridge,
19, of Kiewa, whe has
previously  been  diag-
nozed with melanoma
andwas granted hizwish
twe years ago to meet
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with
short film-maker Adam

Uscar-winmng

Klhot in Melbourne.

Mr Aldridge said the
week with Elliot inzpired
him te consider a carcer
in directing but right
now he was working and
trying to save money af-
ter gaining the all-clear
from the discase.

“l ztill have a check-up
svery three months,” he
zaid.

Mr Waugh su0id Le
had ridden socially with
zome of the participants
in the Tour de Kids be-
fore they had convinced
him te tackle the 2007
Hobart to Thredbo nide.

"Tt's just a wonderful
cauge; marrying cveling
wilh the secial event of
touring and helping the
Starlight Foundation 1z
a perfect marviage,” he
said.

Ty alse important be-
cause every cent raized
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goes to chanty with
a nominal amount of
$E000 being raized per
rider 1o granl a single
Starlight wish,

“On top of that the rid-
ers pay their own way
and tackle belween 20
and 25 hours o week
training.

“Tt’s not hard to have
the motlivalion lo do this.
My wile Rebecen and T
have three boyz and we
hope never to have to
need the Starlight Foun-
dalion.

“The pamn theze famm-
liez suffer with serious
illness iz much maore
thun we deal with across
the stecpest dimbs.”

Mr Wooldridge iz now
an  industrial  preperty
agenl [or Colliers Inter-
national, one of the five
major team sponsors of
the ride.

He won gold at the
Athens Olympics in the
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4000m team pursuit.

“Collicrs has had a
atrong conmection with
the ride since day one
and I wanted to pget in-
volved this year becauze
I was not racing,” he
said.

“Cyeling to help others
wag the attraction. Both
Warwick and T arc used
to the camaraderie of
the trips away and this
gives us a bit of a taste
of that again.”

Kach rider has been
given an individual wish
and 1z part of a team in a
ride loosely based on the
Tour de I'rance.

They will average be-
tween 1530km and 180km
daily on a ride which will
alse tuke in Cann River,
Canberra and Bowral.

T'c zponszor a rider go
to the website at www.
tourdekids.org.au
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