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Riders complete Tour de Kids

By Vas Venkatramani

The riders ol the Starlight
Foundaiion’s Tour e Kids were
in Mittagong on Saturday for
the linal night ol their arduous
seven-day ride from Albury (o
Svdney.

The riders took pari in an
awards presentation night al
Mitlagong RSL on Saturday,
betore completing the linal day
ol their ride up to Centennial
Park in Sydney on Sunday night.

The group ol 34 riders rode
lrom Albury aiming o raise
$600,000 in donations Lo help
the sick kids al Wesimead
Children’s Hospital.

Among the riders to arrive in
Mittagong  at 3.10pm  on
Saturday were Athens Olympic
team pursuit gold medallist
Stephen Wooldridge and former
Wallaby Warwick Waugh.

Mr Waugh cxplained his per-
sonal satisfaction for partici-
patingin the ride.

“It's an emotional homerom-
Ing because we go through a lair
hil ol adversily on Lhis ride,” he
enied
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"We draw on whal we are
going through because when we
think aboun it, it doesn't comoe
close 1o stacking up Lo what
these kids and their Tamilies
have Lo go through every day.

“Itwill be the end ol a tough
physical and mental week lor
ts, bul for them, we can only
help ihem make it easier.

*Every day we've been asked
the question: “Can 1 ger through

the nexi day?” Thal's the same
thing these kids are asking.”

Mrwaugh said cachrider had
aimed to raise $5000 cach for
the Starlight Foundation, which
was possible by people making
donations through the website,

“No donation is too small,”
he said.

“II' people can undersiand
what their donalion can mean,
then i will be a massive boost
lorthe Kids and lor the charity.

“Livery cont will go straighi Lo
the charity.

“The riders have had 1o pay

their own way through the ride,
and all of us have been more
than happy to.”

Olympie cveling gold medal-
list Stephen Wooldridge retired
competitively last year, and
admitted he had hardly got back
an the bike seai sinve the deci-
sian.

*1i's been great Lo lake part,
be amongsi these blokes Tor
nearly a week and enjoy cyeling
1o promote this cause,” he said.

“I’s not a race. In fact, its

something totally dilfercnt (o
what sportspeople normally do,
coming from a sclfish athlete as
most of us are,

“We race and train for our-
selves, so lo do something like
this is immensely satislying. 1i
feels like puliing something
back into the communicy.”

For more inlformation or (o
make a4 donaiion o Tour De
Kids, visit
www.lourdekids.org.an and
select the link on Sponsor a
Rider.

RIDING THE GOOD RIDE: Starlight FoundationTour De Kids riders Brent Dawson, Andrew Gibbons, Stephen Wooldridge
{former Olympic gold medallist), David Allen. Warwick Waugh (former Wallaby) and Andrew Hourigan at Mittagong Motel

on Saturday afternogn.
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